
It burns like fire 

Small lithium batteries, found in     remote 

controls, key fobs, greeting cards,  children’s 

toys …. to name a few and can cause severe burns to 

the mouth and throat—the airway and beyond.  These 

small round batteries, usually smaller than a 5p can go 

unnoticed if one goes missing in the home… the painful 

truth is your child may have swallowed it and the burn-

ing has already begun.  The only safety advice and    

prevention we can offer is to make sure your children 

and babies never come into contact with them...EVER 

Do not wait until its too late.  Remove the batteries and 

recycle them.  If your child likes playing with old key 

fobs or remote controls YOU MUST 

remove and recycle all lithium batter-

ies from them.  Lock away the ones 

you store in your home. 

If you think your child has swallowed 

a battery the  Dial 999 /112 immediately.  
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All children put objects into their mouth and this sometimes gets 
them into trouble.  If you have a mobile phone charger, a laptop, 

a games console with the electric cable still plugged in 
then you are putting your 

baby or child at risk.  The 
photo on the right was a 

laptop charger—still plugged 
in and the laptop removed.  The 
crawling child put it in their mouth 
and received an electrical burn and a 
shock—a completely preventable 
unnecessary incident to have to deal 
with. 

 

Chemical Burns 
All chemicals MUST  be locked away to keep them out of 

reach of your little ones.   Chemicals can burn if swallowed, if the 
poisonous gases  are inhaled or absorbed 
through the skin.  Liquitabs are easy for 
small sharp baby teeth to puncture and a 
mouthful can cause the most horrific air-
way burn 
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IN AN EMERGENCY 
Run under cold running water for up to 10 minutes 
Dial 999 or prepare to take the child to hospital 
Remove jewellery that is close to the affected area 
Give some pain relief 
Cover with clean Clingfilm to keep germs out and slow down the 
effects of circulatory shock 
You must always go to hospital on the day the burn or scald hap-
pened....NEVER leave it until tomorrow. 
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This leaflet is intended as a guide and not a 
primary source of advice and instruction.  In 
case of an emergency, unqualified persons 
should always get help and advice from the 
emergency services or medical professionals 

First &                                   

Foremost....safety 



The average  hair straighteners heat to 2400  and take up 

to 45 minutes to cool down .  This presents a problem to 

most households with small children 

of where to put them when cooling 

them down.   

LET US HELP YOU TO PREVENT  

                           SERIOUS BURNS TO YOUR CHILDREN 

Leaving hot irons alone for 1 second can give you years of 

guilt, blame and for your baby or child = pain and once a 

child has been burnt from 2400 you can never reverse 

this—EVER 

Have in mind the pain—the suffering—the scarring—the 

post traumatic stress to the child when this can be easily 

prevented.  Following years of operations and skin grafting 

your child maybe scarred for life…. 

Follow the 3 P’s 

Put them off……..  

Put them in a pouch…..  

Put them away……. 

It only takes a second 

Hot drinks—whether tea, coffee, soup or lemsip 

they are a potential danger  for approximately 25 

minutes if you have babies or small children in the 

home.  Most hot drink scalds happen in the presence of an adult.  In 

the last 3 years more than 12,250 children  under the age of 5 years 

were so badly burnt or scalded that they were admitted to a Special-

ist burns unit  - that’s more than 11 toddlers per day….. 

DON’T LET YOUR CHILD BE A STATISTIC 

Keep hot drinks away from babies and children. A hot drink will stay 

hot enough to scald a child for up to 25 minutes. 

Never drink hot drinks when holding your child and never pass a 

drink over a child’s head.. The consequences are just too    severe.   

A child’s skin is 15 times thinner than that of 

an adult so even our tap water is hot enough 

to scald.. 

Always know what to do in an  emergency as 

immediate first aid may reduce the amount 

of scarring in the long term…   

Around new born babies have a “hot drinks policy” for yourselves 

and your guests to rule out the slightest chance of your child being 

scalded or disfigured through an unnecessary accident. 

Preventing serious scalds  is easier if you know and  understand the 

dangers… 

                                     You know now…. 

Bath water  temperatures reach 600 or more and can seriously 
harm our babies and young children.  To prevent this we can 
try one of the following:  Either have a thermostatic valve 
fitted to control the temperature of the water from source. 
Or turn down the heat produced on the boiler itself  until you 
can run the water without pulling your hands away.  If the 
above are not  available then run cold water into the bath 
before introducing the 
hot—this way the bath 
water can never be at the 
hottest temperature. 

 
NEVER leave it to chance.. 
Supervision is vital and 
attending a first aid course 
is a good idea for parents. 
 
Mop buckets pose a similar problem when young children are 
around.  Never fill your mop bucket with boiling water  
especially if you have added a bleach which will release  
chlorine gas. 

 
All water is an attraction  to children—they will not know its 
hot until its too late......  

 

You cannot 
and you must 
not leave it to 

chance 

Hair straighteners            Hot drinks                      Hot water 


